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COMMISSION FOR THE PROTECTION OF COMPETITION DECISION 
Relating to a proceeding under sections 4 and/or 6 of Law 207/89 

(Case No.: 11.17.01.11) 
 

 
Decision dated: 12.8.2004 

 
Before:      Christodoulos Tselepos- Chairman 
   Costis Efstathiou- Member 

Antreas Demetriou-Member 
   Elias Theodorou- Member 
   Leontios Perikleous-Member 
 
 
Having regard to the Protection of Competition Law 207/89 as amended, 
 
Having regard to the complaint filed by ANNTENA LTD against LUMIERE TV LTD, LUMIERE 
SERVICES LTD and the Cyprus Football Federation (C.F.F) for the possible infringement of 
sections 4 or/and 6 of Law 207/89, 
 
The Commission for the Protection of Competition (C.P.C) holds as follows:  
 
The C.P.C issued and served a statement of objections to LUMIERE TV LTD, LUMIERE 
SERVICES LTD and the Cyprus Football Federation (C.F.F) in relation to the possible infringement 
of sections 4 or/and 6 of Law 207/89, as a result of the joint selling of media rights for the Cyprus 
Championship and Cyprus Cup games by the C.F.F to LTV and LSL, on an exclusive basis. 
 
The C.P.C after taking into consideration all the written statements of the parties, as well as all of 
their agreements and the information included in the files, unanimously decided the following: 

(1) The C.F.F’s decision on the joint selling of media rights of the football games and 
snapshots did not restrict competition at the time it was adopted, due to the lack of 
interest shown by the interested parties to compete in the relevant market. Thus, the 
said decision of the C.F.F, at the time it was adopted, did not result to an infringement 
of section 4(1) of the Law. Nevertheless, with the demonstration of some interest from 
the interested parties, a competitive environment started to exist, even at a minimum 
level. Therefore, if the C.F.F wishes to continue adopting decision on the joint selling 
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of media rights, it will have to file a notification to the C.P.C for an individual exemption 
of the basis of section 5 of the Law. 

(2) The termination of the agreement between C.F.F and LTV dated 26/1/2000, in relation 
to the live coverage of all football games of the Cyprus Championship- Category A, the 
agreement between C.F.F and LTV dated 25/11/2002 on the live coverage of the 
football games of the Cyprus Cup and the agreement between C.F.F and LTV dated 
10/8/2001 on the production and the transmission of snapshots of the football games, 
by the end of the football season 2004-2005. In case C.F.F and LTV wish to further 
renew the said agreements, they have to file a notification for individual exemption on 
the basis of section of 5 of Law 207/89 and if the C.P.C. decides that the conditions 
under section 5 are cumulatively fulfilled, it will grant an individual exemption. 

(3) The immediate termination of the agreement between C.F.F and LTV dated 10/9/2003, 
for the live coverage of certain football games held on Sundays as it infringes section 
4(1) of the Law 207/89 

(4) In case C.F.F and LTV do not terminate the agreement as stated in paragraphs 1 and 
2 of the decision, the C.P.C will impose a fine of CYP 2.000 against C.F.F and LTV, 
separately, for each day the infringement continues. A fine will not be imposed for 
those agreements that an individual exemption has been granted. 

(5) At the examination of the agreements between LTV and the rest Broadcasting 
Channels, the C.P.C. concluded that the said agreements apply dissimilar conditions 
to equivalent transactions between them, thereby placing them, except LTV, at a 
competitive disadvantage, in contrary to LTV that is gaining an advantage competitive 
position. Therefore the C.P.C holds as follows:  

(a) the clause in the said agreements between LTV and the rest Broadcasting 
Channels, whereby its states that they would only transmit snapshots of the 
games only after a fix time from the ending of all athletic programmes of LTV 
of the specific day infringes section 4(1) of the Law; 

(b) the undertakings concerned should avoid in the future the conclusion of any 
agreements with similar clauses regarding the transition of snapshots during 
the season 2004-2005. 

(6) With the termination of the agreements between C.F.F and LTV and under the 
condition that C.P.C would grant an individual exemption to C.F.F for the joint selling of 
media rights, the C.F.F should separate the media rights for the transmition of football 
games, in separate packets and the holding of offers, through a public competition, 
thereby giving the opportunity to all interesting parties to compete. The terms and 
conditions will be fixed by C.F.F without favouring specific competitors. In no case 
should the duration of the said agreements exceed three years, meaning 3 football 
seasonal years. 

(7)  The C.P.C. considers that in the present case the imposition of an administrative fine 
for the infringement of section 4, is not necessary because the concerted practices 
under investigation were concluded with the ulterior motive for the promotion of 
football and the pleasure of football funs. Moreover, the agreements aim at the general 
profit of all the football clubs and not for the promotion of specific clubs. It’s also 
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important the fact that during the conclusion of the agreements, no other broadcasting 
channel made an offer, except LTV, for acquisition of the media rights of the football 
games. 

 
 
 
 

Christodoulos Tselepos 
Chairman of the Commission  

for the Protection of Competition 


